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for your consideration of this important 
matter. 

Sincerely, 
FEDERICO A. MORENO, 

Chief U.S. District Judge. 

Mr. LEAHY. I suggest the absence of 
a quorum, and I ask unanimous con-
sent that the time be equally charged 
to both parties. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, 
today the Senate will vote on the nom-
ination of Paul Engelmayer to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Southern District of New York and Ra-
mona Villagomez Manglona to be 
Judge for the District Court for the 
Northern Mariana Islands. The seat to 
which Mr. Engelmayer is being consid-
ered has been deemed a judicial emer-
gency. With this vote, we will have 
confirmed 29 article III judicial nomi-
nees. Eighteen have been for such judi-
cial emergencies. Ms. Manglona’s con-
firmation vote marks the second arti-
cle IV judicial confirmation this year. I 
am pleased we are moving forward with 
filling two more vacancies. 

We continue to make great progress 
in processing President Obama’s judi-
cial nominees. As of today, the Senate 
has confirmed 60 percent of President 
Obama’s nominees since the beginning 
of his Presidency. That is not including 
the two Supreme Court Justices nomi-
nated by President Obama. As I am 
sure my colleagues recall, those nomi-
nations consumed a considerable 
amount of time in the committee and 
on the Senate floor. 

During this Congress, the Judiciary 
Committee has held hearings on more 
than 72 percent of the President’s 
nominees. Another hearing is sched-
uled to take place this Wednesday. 
During the comparable time period for 
President Bush, only 64 percent of 
President Bush’s nominees had hear-
ings by this time. We have also re-
ported 64 percent of the judicial nomi-
nees, compared to only 56 percent of 
President Bush’s nominees. 

Let me say just a few words about 
Mr. Engelmayer and then Judge 
Manglona. Mr. Engelmayer graduated 
summa cum laude from Harvard Uni-
versity in 1983. He then graduated 
magna cum laude from Harvard Law 
School in 1987. Following law school, 
the nominee clerked for Judge Patricia 
Wald on the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the District of Columbia and then for 
Justice Thurgood Marshall of the Su-
preme Court of the United States. 

After his clerkships, Mr. Engelmayer 
joined the U.S. Attorney’s Office for 
the Southern District of New York as 
an assistant U.S. attorney. In 1994, he 
became an assistant to the Solicitor 

General of the United States. In 2000, 
the nominee entered private practice 
with Wilmer Hale and was later named 
Partner-in-Charge of the New York of-
fice. 

The ABA Standing Committee on the 
Federal Judiciary has given Mr. 
Engelmayer a unanimous ‘‘Well Quali-
fied’’ rating. I support this nomination 
and congratulate him on his profes-
sional accomplishments. 

Now I have a few words about Judge 
Manglona. Judge Manglona received 
her bachelor off arts degree from the 
University of California at Berkeley in 
1990. In 1996, she graduated from the 
University of New Mexico School of 
Law. Following law school, the nomi-
nee clerked for the Superior Court of 
the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands. She then worked in 
the Attorney General’s Office and in 
2002, the Governor appointed her attor-
ney general for the Northern Mariana 
Islands. In 2003, she was appointed to 
serve as an associate judge for the 
Northern Mariana Islands Superior 
Court. During her time on the superior 
court, she has also served as a judge 
pro tem on the Guam Superior Court 
and the Guam Supreme Court. 

The ABA Standing Committee on the 
Federal Judiciary has rated Judge 
Manglona unanimously ‘‘Qualified.’’ I 
also support this nomination and con-
gratulate her on her professional ac-
complishments. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
Mr. REID. We have an unusual situa-

tion. It looks nice outside today. The 
Sun is shining. But earlier today, if 
someone looked out the window, we 
had some violent storms. They are all 
over the area. We have Senators stuck 
in airplanes trying to get out of New 
York. We have one Senator traveling 
from the Midwest stuck in Richmond, 
VA, now. I think it would be in every-
one’s interest—and I apologize to peo-
ple who worked hard to get back here 
today—but I think it is in everyone’s 
interest that we not have a vote to-
night. We have a lot of people who sim-
ply would miss the vote unless we keep 
it open for a matter of hours. I again 
apologize to people who came here to 
vote, but I think this is the best thing 
to do. I have spoken to the Republican 
leader and this is what we should do. 

I ask unanimous consent the votes 
scheduled for tonight be vitiated, and 
that on Tuesday, July 26, at 12:15 p.m., 
the Senate proceed to executive session 
and resume consideration of the nomi-
nations, Calendar Nos. 83 and 84, that 
there be 2 minutes for debate, equally 
divided in the usual form; that upon 
the use or yielding back of time, the 
Senate proceed to vote without inter-
vening action or debate on Calendar 
Nos. 83 and 84, in that order; the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table, with no inter-
vening action or debate; that no fur-
ther motions be in order; that any re-
lated statements be printed in the 

RECORD; and that the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion and the Senate then resume legis-
lative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant editor of the Daily Di-
gest proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that we proceed to a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10 
minutes each. We will be in morning 
business until 7 o’clock tonight. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

DEBT CEILING EXTENSION 

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I ask to 
speak as in morning business. I cer-
tainly will not take 10 minutes that 
the majority leader has requested be-
cause I know the Senator from Ala-
bama is eager to speak. I wish to make 
sure I understand where we are with re-
gard to the debt ceiling. 

I have an article from The Hill, dated 
yesterday. It points out—it heard the 
same thing in the speech the rest of the 
Nation heard when the President 
spoke—the President said he would be 
willing to work on any plans law-
makers brought to him over the week-
end. The President went on to say: 

The only bottom line I have is that we 
have to extend this debt ceiling through the 
next election, into 2013. 

I ask my colleagues what does the 
election of 2012 have to do with the 
debt ceiling? What does it have to do 
with deciding to pay our obligations 
after August 2? What does it have to do 
with avoiding the calamity we have all 
heard about from both sides of the aisle 
and certainly from the administration? 
It strikes me as very odd that most 
debt ceiling extensions have been about 
7 months during a decade-long period, 
and for some reason because of the 
election of 2012, the President of the 
United States wants to extend the 
deadline past that election into 2013. I 
think it makes Americans wonder if 
the President is playing politics with 
this very important issue. 

The President went on to say in the 
press conference that we all listened to 
that he wondered if the Republicans 
were able to say yes to any agreement. 
That was the President on Friday 
evening. Now we come to Washington, 
DC today with the clock ticking, 8 days 
away from a supposed debacle, and I 
read in today’s Wall Street Journal 
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